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Home and Garden Tour returns to Parrot Cove January 26, 2020 
by Deb Null, Parrot Cove Neighborhood Association Secretary and Co-Chair of the Home Tour 

Parrot Cove’s premier fund raiser, the Home and Garden 
Tour, is slated for January 26, 2020.  It’s an opportunity 
for residents to show off their beautiful homes and gar-
dens. 


The Parrot Cove Home Tour was started in 2000 by 
Lynette Romano who was a member of the Parrot Cove 
Neighborhood Association.  It was started to raise funds 
for the neighborhood, but more importantly to show-
case our lovely neighborhood.

 

Judith Just, co-chair for the tour,  and I have worked on 
several home tours not only for Parrot Cove but also 
The Cottages Home tour, which runs the opposite year 
of our tour. I chaired the 2010 home tour and handled 
volunteer coordination. Judith is always the financial 

and legal brains behind the effort. It makes for a great partnership, but it takes a lot more then just 
two people. In fact, it takes around 50 volunteers. 

 

This year, we hope to  feature 12-14 homes and a few exceptional gardens. We’re looking for resi-
dents who have transformed their homes or those who feel their home is unique in some way. Unlike 
the Cottages Tour, we include all types of homes. We won’t use homes that have previously been on 
the tour unless there has been a recent transformation.  


Participants can look forward to viewing lovely homes and gardens. Refreshments and food will be 
included. There will also be a trolley for those who find the walking too much.   Tickets will go on 
sale through Eventbrite around December 15.

 

Parrot Cove residents can get involved in many ways. We are looking for people to chair committees 
or to work that day. It takes more then 50 volunteers to make this day a success.  If you are interest-
ed in volunteering please contact Deb Null at 845 853-3397 or nulset282@aol.com, or Judith Just at 
561-379-5372 or judithjust01@hotmail.com. Texting is great so we can have a record.


The home tour is always a fabulous day. It is not only tons of fun but you will meet so many great 
people. We are always excited to have so many people visit our beautiful neighborhood.
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Want to showcase your home? Want to 
volunteer? Want to attend? Mark your 
calendar for the January 26, 2020 Parrot 
Cove Home and Garden Tour. 

mailto:nulset282@aol.com
mailto:judithjust01@hotmail.com


 


The Neighborhood Squawk, the Parrot Cove 
newsletter, is published quarterly. It is written 
by and for residents of Parrot Cove.  If you 
have a story idea, send us an email at: parrot-
cove097@gmail.com. Thanks for helping to 
keep our community connected.
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Have a question? Want to volunteer?  
Send us an email — 

parrotcove097@gmail.com.


Board of Directors: 

Anthony Marotta, President

Luke Watson, Vice President


Deb Null, Secretary

Judi Fox, Treasurer

Judith Just, Director


Barbara Reeve, Director 

Mark your calendars 

- October 19, Lake Worth Beach Farmer’s 
Market, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., under the A1A bridge 
and Lake    Avenue. Every Saturday through 
April. 

- October 21, Parrot Cove Neighborhood 
Association Meeting, 7 p.m.. Guest speaker 
Jan Everett — backyard butterfly gardening and 
preservation discussion.  

- October 25, Little Scream, 6 p.m. & Zombie 
1K Run, 5:30 p.m. — family-friendly Halloween 
fun at Bryant Park. Registration for run: 
September 15-October 18, cost $15. 

- November 2, Festival of Dia de los Muertos, 
3-9 p.m. free, family-friendly event at The 
HATCH, 1121 Lucerne Avenue. 

- November 9, Veterans’ Day Parade, 11 a.m., 
downtown Lake Worth Beach. 

- November 18, Parrot Cove Neighborhood 
Association Meeting, 7 p.m.  Guest speaker 
State Attorney Dave Aronberg — update on 
Sober Home Task Force. 

- November 30, Holiday Tree Lighting, 6 p.m. at 
the Cultural Plaza, downtown Lake Worth Beach. 

- December 14, Roaring ‘20s Holiday Parade, 6 
p.m., downtown Lake Worth Beach 

- December 15, Parrot Cove Holiday Party at 
the Beach Club from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

- December 16, Parrot Cove Neighborhood 
Association Meeting, 7 p.m., Guest speaker 
County Vice Mayor/Commissioner Dave Kerner 
— County and Lake Worth Beach matters. 

- January 26, Parrot Cove Home and Garden 
Tour, 1-5 p.m. Glimpse inside lovely homes and 
gardens. Tickets available at Eventbrite. 

�  
Join the Parrot Cove  
Neighborhood Association 

-Go to www.parrotcove.org and click 
the  membership tab.


-Send your check and membership in-
formation to 514 N. Palmway, Lake 

Worth, Fl 33460.


-Or, sign up at one of the monthly 
meetings, held the third Monday of 
every month at 7 p.m. at the Beach 
Club on the golf course.


http://www.parrotcove.org
mailto:parrotcove097@gmail.com
mailto:parrotcove097@gmail.com
mailto:parrotcove097@gmail.com
http://www.parrotcove.org
mailto:parrotcove097@gmail.com


People of Parrot Cove 
No, it wasn’t just lunch 
by Barbara Reeve, Director, Parrot Cove Neighborhood Association 

It’s Saturday morning, 11 o’clock. I knock on the front door of the 
1940s North Ocean Breeze cottage owned by Ld. Shannon Torrence 
and Deana Jo Booker-Torrence. On the front porch, a Tuscan-style 
fountain gurgles softly and a pair of stick-on goggly eyes keeps watch 
over the mailbox.  The first indication of the mix of antiquity and 
modernity that Shannon and Deana agree defines them.


Shannon answers the door, introduces the dogs, explains Deana will 
be along shortly after yoga. I get a quick tour of the cottage — a 
charming two, one, plus the favorite room in the house, an airy sun 
room. Then we head up the narrow staircase to Tidal Croft Studio. 
Suddenly it feels like we’re in Maine. Sage green walls, a comfortable 
clutter of small paintings, a large canvas on an easel, tubes of paint, 
and other artist trappings. 


This is where he works, now. 
Shannon started as a house 
painter, out of the navy in 1989. 
He’s been drawing all his life — 
no formal training. To see the 

country, he bought a travel trailer and relied on Craigslist to find jobs 
along the way. He learned to mix color. Then, came glazes and murals, 
which led to work in mansions on Palm Beach. Eventually the heat and 
scaffolds forced the realization that time was running out if he wanted to 
become a fine art landscape painter.  So now, he paints full time. His 
works are in homes around the world. They are reminiscent of Homer, 
Wyeth, and new mentors William Merrick Chase and Sorolla. Next steps: 
moving to larger format paintings, another show at The Hatch this 
spring, and selling his works and painting at the Lake Worth Beach 
Green Market beginning October 19.


Deana returns and joins us in the studio.  Her passion is helping people. 
At first, as a Guardian ad Litem children’s advocate. Then finding her 
home in the non-profit world as COO of Prime Time Palm Beach County. 
“We’re working with the Wallace Foundation and the School District of 
Palm Beach County on a pilot study to see what happens when you give an elementary-school-aged child a 
social/emotional learning experience from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., including before-school programs, the school day, 
and after school. Everyone is working together to care for the whole child and give them the tools, which lots 
of children don’t have, to articulate, to self regulate, and to have self awareness,” says Deana. She admits to 
loving her job and being able to talk about it for days.


Shannon and Deana met in Austin, TX, in 2008, while Shannon was on the road painting houses. It was sup-
posed to be just lunch, but as Deana tells it. “Well, as you know, Shannon is quite handsome. When I walked 
in and saw him, I thought, oh shit, this isn’t going to be just lunch.”  And, of course, it wasn’t. They got mar-
ried, lived in The Jewell for a while, and, two years ago, found the the perfect house in Parrot Cove. Like an 
old wooden boat, their cottage came with plenty of stories and demanded an equal amount of TLC. The ash-
es of retired Belle Glade school teacher, Francis Harlow, reside under the back porch step. A window that 
leaked and damaged the roof, a water spigot that wouldn’t shut off and, what felt like the last straw, a door 
knob that came off in Shannon’s hand are all part of life in their perfect 1940s cottage. And finally, what about 
the Ld.? Is Shannon really a Lord? You’ll have to ask him the next time you see him around the neighborhood.
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Deana Jo Booker-Torrence and Ld. 
Shannon Torrence at home in Tidal 
Croft Studio. Happy to have found the 
perfect cottage in Parrot Cove. 

A self-taught artist, Shannon, start-
ed working in color when he 
learned to mix colors as a house 
painter. 



Business Spotlight 
Awe Flowers blooms in new location 
by Patti Sheldon, owner of Awe Flowers 

Awe Flowers has been providing fresh flowers and plants to residents of Lake 
Worth Beach for almost three years. To celebrate, we have moved to a new, 
larger space at 205 North Federal Highway. This is our final move and we are so 
excited. We hope to have all our neighbors come to visit. We chose to stay 
downtown, because our town needs a fresh 
flower shop.

 

We are proud of our reputation for quality 
fresh flowers and best-in-class customer 
service. Our customers like the fresh 
unique designs we produce, along with the 
flower-filled store front.  We sell fresh cut 
flowers, orchids, small potted plants, bal-
loons, teddy bears, chocolates, and, of 
course, made-to-order floral arrangements. 




Along with our new location, we 
have some exciting new plans. 
For kids, we’re planning Saturday 
morning playtime with flowers. For 
adults, we’re planning evening floral 
design parties. Stay tuned for more in-
formation coming winter.

 

To welcome NEW residents to Lake 
Worth Beach and Palm Beach County, 
we are offering a FREE single stem 
orchid (value $49) if you come in and 
make a purchase. Longtime residents 
get 15% off with any purchase over 
$40. We also offer FREE delivery within 
Lake Worth Beach.

 

Thank you so very much to all the 
neighbors who have supported our 
small business and we hope to be your 
florist of choice. You can reach us at 
561-659-7174 or www.Aweflowers.-
com. Our hours are Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sat-
urday from noon to 4 p.m. Come in 
and smell the flowers.  
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Patti Sheldon, 
owner of Awe 
Flowers, is happy 
to be in her new 
location.

Stop and smell the flowers —  
205 North Federal Highway.

Creative made-to-order 
arrangements add spice to 
any season or occasion.

You’ll find orchids and 
small potted plants in 
addition to fresh flowers.Plenty to see and smell. 

http://www.Aweflowers.com
http://www.Aweflowers.com


Gardening with Florida Native Plants 
Vegetable Gardening in Containers 
by Ginny Powell, Master Gardener 

’Tis the season for growing vegetables in South Florida.  Container 
vegetable gardening is easy and generally requires less mainte-
nance.  It’s a great solution when you don't have room in the land-
scape.  

Location:  Position containers where plants will receive 6+ hours 
of sunlight per day.

Soil: Use a commercial growing media/soil mix or make your own 
from some combination of peat, compost, bark, perlite, vermi-
culite, sand, and animal manure.  The mix should hold moisture yet 
be porous enough to give roots access to oxygen.  

Plant: Visit your local garden center for vegetable transplants. 
Bush or dwarf forms of many vegetables are well suited to con-
tainers.  Some vegetables such as radishes grow easily and quick-
ly from seed.  

Watering:   Test the soil in your containers once a day or so by 
feeling for moisture with your fingertip below the soil surface. 
When the soil feels dry, water plants thoroughly with a hose or wa-
tering can.  Vegetables don’t like “wet” feet - make sure containers 
have drainage holes so water can get out.  Note that plants in con-

tainers, especially as they get larger, may dry out quickly.  Stay vigilant!

Fertilizer: Veggies in containers need fertilizer too.  Liquid fertilizer is a more uniform blend and ap-
plication is easier to control.  Slow release pellets are another option.  Always follow label directions. 
 

Pest Control:  Keeping plants healthy will help protect them, but problems may still occur.  Identify a 
problem 1st, then treat it as needed using pesticides as a last resort.  Many beneficial insects exist 
naturally and you don’t want to get rid of them.  

  

Learn more at http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/edibles/vegetables/growing-vegetables-
in-containers.html.  Plant Q & A:  discover.pbcgov.org/coextension/mastergardener/Pages/default-
.aspx.


_____________________________________________________
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T-shirts and Totes for sale 
Parrot Cove T-shirts $20 — 100% pre-shrunk 
cotton. Sizes: small, medium, large, and XL; 
colors: (from left) Lime, Pale Pink, Blue Horizon, 
Denim Blue, Deep Reed, and Daffodil Yellow. 
Totes are heavy-duty cotton, generously sized 
with an inside zip pocket — $10 each. Shipping 
is available for an extra charge. To order: email 
Barbara Reeve at breeve2014@gmail.com. 

Photo Credit:  UF/IFAS University 
of Florida

mailto:breeve2014@gmail.com
mailto:breeve2014@gmail.com
http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/edibles/vegetables/growing-vegetables-in-containers.html
http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/edibles/vegetables/growing-vegetables-in-containers.html
http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/edibles/vegetables/growing-vegetables-in-containers.html
http://discover.pbcgov.org/coextension/mastergardener/Pages/default.aspx
http://discover.pbcgov.org/coextension/mastergardener/Pages/default.aspx


How well do you know Parrot Cove? 
Here’s a brain teaser to check your neighborhood IQ 

How did you do?H 
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Birds of a feather . . . 
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North O Street signs available to purchase 
by Anthony Marotta, President, Parrot Cove Neighborhood Association 

As you may have noticed, the street signs have now been replaced
along North Ocean Breeze with its new name. This has also caused all 
the signs, including cross streets to be updated at once to the new, much 
better looking signs. The Parrot Cove Neighborhood Association has a 

very limited number of the old signs available for those who may want 
one. Should you wish to inquire about the availability of a sign, please contact us at: parrotcov-
e097@gmail.com. A sign can be had for a $30 donation which is being used to offset the application 
costs for the name change.

� 

Commisioner Andy Amorso speaking at 
the Parrot Cove Neighborhood 
Association Meeting in September.  All 
are welcome to attend the monthly 
meetings held the third Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at the Beach Club on the 
golf course. 

How did you do? 

mailto:parrotcove097@gmail.com
mailto:parrotcove097@gmail.com
mailto:parrotcove097@gmail.com
mailto:parrotcove097@gmail.com
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