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Parrot Cove welcomes summer with a splash 
It’s another sizzling South Florida summer. How do 
the residents of Parrot Cove beat the heat? They 
throw a pool party, but not just any pool party — a 
progressive pool party, and we’re not talking politics. 


The annual Swim Through Par-
rot Cove was held on Saturday, 
June 22, 2019. This year’s 

event included four pools; 50 neighbors; several cannonballs; 
plus plenty of eats and libations. Special thanks to everyone 
who made it such a fun day. This year’s pool hosts were: Ronald 
& Kathleen Naiditch – 226 N. Ocean Breeze; Missy & Bret Lewis 
– 230 N. Ocean Breeze; Jose Morales – 528 N. Palmway; and 
Terry Sam & Cheri Rutledge – 1004 N. Lakeside. Thank you so 
much for opening up your yards and your pools to our Parrot 
Cove neighbors and for once again showing what a great place we get to call home. 
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Volunteers needed for House and Garden Tour 

It’s time to start planning for Parrot Cove’s most popular fundraising event — the 
Home and Garden Tour.  Event chairs, Deb Null and Judith Just need volunteers 
to help with the event and neighbors who would like to showcase their homes on 
the tour.  Please email Deb at nullset282@aol.com or Judith at 
judithjust07@hotmail.com to volunteer.  It’s fun and a great way to make new 
friends.


The Neighborhood Squawk, the Parrot Cove newsletter, is published quarterly. It is written by and for 
residents of Parrot Cove.  If you have a story idea, send us an email at: parrotcove097@gmail.com. 
Thanks for helping to keep our community connected.
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Have a question? Want to volunteer?  
Send us an email — 

parrotcove097@gmail.com.


Board of Directors: 

Anthony Marotta, President

Luke Watson, Vice President


Deb Null, Secretary

Terry Ralston, Treasurer


Judith Just, Director

Judi Fox, Director


Barbara Reeve, Director 

Mark your calendars 

- Screen on the Green showing “Hotel 
Transylvania 3"— Friday, August 9, 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m., at the Bryant Park Band Shell. For 
more information call 561-533-7395.  

- Parrot Cove House and Garden Tour — 
January 26, 2020. Participants get to 
glimpse inside lovely homes and gardens.  

-Lake Worth Block Party, first Friday of every 
month, 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Lake Avenue 

-Parrot Cove Neighborhood Association 
Meetings — on hiatus for the summer. The 
next meeting will be Monday, September 16,  
7 p.m. at the Beach Club on the golf course. 
Meetings are normally held the third Monday 
of every month. 

Join the Parrot Cove Neigh-
borhood Association 
-Go to www.parrotcove.org and click 
the  membership tab.


-Send your check and membership in-
formation to 519 N. Palmway, Lake 

Worth, Fl 33460.


-Or, sign up at one of the monthly 
meetings, held the third Monday of 
every month at 7 p.m. at the Beach 
Club on the golf course.


Florida House Rep. Mike Caruso recaps the 2019 
legislative session at the May Parrot Cove 
Neighborhood Association meeting.

mailto:parrotcove097@gmail.com
mailto:parrotcove097@gmail.com
http://www.parrotcove.org
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People of Parrot Cove 
Madlyn McKendry tireless volunteer and good friend to many 
by Deb Null, Secretary Parrot Cove Neighborhood Association 

On Sunday, the second of June, Lake Worth lost a tireless volunteer and a 
good friend to so many of us. Madlyn McKendry fought a battle against 
breast cancer that started in June of 2016.


Madlyn moved to Lake Worth in the early 2000’s. She spent most of her life 
here selling homes to many of her clients. She sat on the board of the Lake 
Worth Playhouse and was a member of the Community Redevelopment 
Agency (CRA). Madlyn was involved with her neighborhood association where 
she served on the board and co-chaired the Parrot Cove Home Tour. 


Madlyn could often be seen walking her many rescue dogs around Par-
rot Cove. She rescued countless elderly dogs that no one else would 
adopt. She also fostered kittens who had to be bottle feed to stay alive. 


She was very committed to Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) since she was 
23 years old and was a founding member of the local chapter of Adult 
Children of Alcoholics. 


Madlyn was born in Monmouth County, New Jersey. She grew up in 
Oakhurst, New Jersey, went to Ocean Township Schools, but moved to 
Boca Raton to live with her grandmother for her senior year of high school. She graduated from 
Boca Raton High School. She then went on to study for her BA at St Louis University. She then 
moved to New York City where she worked for many years at Morton Steakhouse. She still contin-
ued friendships with her New York friends. 


This community definitely lost a friend and volunteer who left her mark in so many places.
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Featured Homes of Parrot Cove

Each month, the Parrot Cove Board of Directors selects a home within the 
neighborhood association’s boundaries, to be featured as a Parrot Cove House 
of the Month. You may have seen the yard signs on a neighbor’s property . . . or 
even your own. The recipient is given the opportunity to write a short narrative 
about the house and have it featured in our newsletter.  This month we have two 
stories. One written by a new owner and one about a long-time resident.


April House of the Month  
800 block of North Ocean Breeze owned by KerriAnn Georghiou 

Thank you so very much for the house of the 
month award! Very proud to own a lovely cot-
tage in wonderful historic Parrot Cove neigh-
borhood in Lake Worth Beach! Very happy to 
move here last year, the house being a 1951 
mid-century needed some cosmetic work with-
out loosing its charm. So, on went a new 
'lid' (roof), new A/C, and total new privacy fenc-
ing. In went Xero landscaping, fountain and 
bird-feeders, and making certain, to plant trees 
and flowers that support our indigenous wildlife; 
birds, bees, butterflies, and endangered moths. 
Paradise!   KerriAnn Georghiou  
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June House of the Month  
400 block of North Palmway owned by Cathy Fitzgibbons 

It started with a few seeds from a neighbor. Those 
seeds have grown into the beautiful Royal Poinciana 
trees that adorn Cathy Fitzgibbons front yard. Cathy 
planted them nearly three decades ago shortly after 
she bought her house. She has watched them grow 
as she has watched her neighborhood change. Parrot 
Cove wasn’t as nice back then, but Cathy knew a 
good thing when she saw it.  Over the years, she has 
updated both the interior and exterior of the house 
leaving its “good bones” intact. Today, it’s the butter 

yellow house on the corner with the 
spectacular Royal Poincianas.
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North O Street is now North Ocean Breeze 
Thanks to a resident-led effort, spearheaded by Anthony Marotta, president 
of the Parrot Cove Neighborhood Association, after continuing inquiries 
about what it would take to match the name to the southern portion, there’s 
a new street name in the neighborhood. The City Commission unanimously 
approved the name change request from North O Street to North Ocean 
Breeze at the May 7th Commission meeting. 


Details on timing, notifications, post office change, etc are still being worked out.  Updates will 
be posted as soon as they become available.  There’s no need for residents to take immediate 
action — mail addressed to North O Street addresses will continue to be delivered; driver’s li-
censes can be changed during the regular renewal period. 


There may be an opportunity for residents to snag a bit of nostalgia when the old North O 
Street signs come down. “We hope to make them available to residents for a modest donation, 
which will help offset the cost of the name change,” says Marotta. 



Gardening with Florida Native Plants 
by Ginny Powell, Master Gardener 

For a hardy drought-tolerant native plant suitable for Lake Worth 
Beach yards, take a look at Jamaican Caper (Capparis cynophal-
lophora). This large upright shrub/small tree will tolerate full sun or 
partial shade and moderate amounts of salt wind without injury.  In its 
natural form, it will reach 6-20’ with a spread of 8-10’, slightly narrow-
er at the top and fuller at the bottom.  The glossy oval-shaped ever-
green leaves are 2-4” long, shiny green above and whitish below with 
fine brown scales.  In the spring, it has showy flowers that emerge 
white and turn pink within a few hours.  Flowers are followed by 3-8” 
pod with the seeds embedded in a scarlet pulp.  


If you prefer a tree-
like form, remove 
low, drooping 
branches.  Jamaican 

caper also makes a nice hedge or screen to block 
an undesirable view; it takes shearing well because 
the plant is dense and the leaves are relatively 
small.  While it will tolerate the nutrient-poor soil we 
have in Parrot Cove, it responds well to fertilizer. 
 Use a good quality 8-2-12 fertilizer and water in 
lightly to prevent runoff.  


 Besides being a beautiful addition to any coastal 
garden, Jamaican caper provides food and cover 
for wildlife.  It’s a larval host plant for the Florida white butterfly (Appias drusilla), which is found pri-
marily in the Keys but random sightings have occurred in Palm Beach County. Happy gardening.


Got a plant question?  Contact the Palm Beach County Cooperative Extension Master Gardener 
Hotline at 561-233-1750, visit the help desk in person, or go on line to upload questions or pictures 
at discover.pbcgov.org/coextension/mastergardener/Pages/default.aspx.

References:  https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fp104  and www.regionalconservation.org.
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T-shirts and Totes for sale 
Parrot Cove T-shirts $20 — 100% pre-
shrunk cotton. Sizes: small, medium, large, 
and XL; colors: (from left) Lime, Pale Pink, 
Blue Horizon, Denim Blue, Deep Reed, and 
Daffodil Yellow. Totes are heavy-duty cotton, 
generously sized with an inside zip pocket 
— $10 each. Shipping is available for an 
extra charge. To order: email Barbara Reeve 
at breeve2014@gmail.com. 

mailto:breeve2014@gmail.com
mailto:breeve2014@gmail.com
http://discover.pbcgov.org/coextension/mastergardener/Pages/default.aspx
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fp104
http://www.regionalconservation.org/


Fourth of July Fun 
Parrot Cove was well represented at Lake Worth Beach’s annual July Fourth 
Raft Race. Thanks to Nancy Udell and Susan Gayaux for decorating the 
“My Pillow” float. The raft team, including Anthony Marotta, Bob Lepa, 
John (Trapper) Windham, and George Klein made a valiant showing — 
holding the lead until technical difficulties beset the vessel. Windham 
and Klein jumped overboard in an effort to balance the ailing craft, which 
was rowed back to the finish line by Marotta and Lepa. The jettisoned 
crew members swam to shore — arriving a bit winded, but safe. Team 
Kavasutra took home top honors this year, but watch out, we’ll be back!
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We’re moving in Sept. Visit us at: 
205 N. Second Ave., Suite G.
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