The Neighborhood Squawk
Parrot Cove’s Quarterly Newsletter
January 2019/First Quarter Edition
_______________________________________________

Meet the birds of the Snook Islands
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by Gael Silverblatt (article and photography)

Parrot Cove was named for the large flocks of green Amazon Parrots that sat on
the power lines above our houses. They have since taken up residence in the Australian Pines on the grounds of the Breakers Hotel on Palm Beach but there are
still a great variety of birds here.
The million dollar view across the golf course just might include a little sex in the
mangroves as a slinky, long-legged female Great Blue Heron walks slowly towards
her chosen mate.
From left:
Bald Eagle,
American
Kestrel, and
Yellow-crowned
Night Heron

Great Blue
Heron

Look up to see the magnificent pair of Bald Eagles with an over six-foot wing span or the swift flight
of the smallest hawk, the nine-inch American Kestrel and at dusk you’ll see many Yellow-crowned
Night Herons standing on the golf course looking for tiny bugs to eat.
Listen and you’ll hear the calls of the Eastern Phoebes say febe
- febe or the high pitched call of the Osprey showing oﬀ it’s
freshly caught fish clutched in its talons.
And listen for the soft whispers of the Blue-headed Vireo as it
watches from the branch above appearing to wear white goggles around it’s large black eyes.

Eastern Phoebe

Blue-headed
Vireo

Visit the Snook Islands Natural Area pavilion on the end
of the 600-foot boardwalk. Take a seat and wait for the
endangered Piping Plover, known as Petey, and his partner, Tweety. Last summer they raised three chicks in a protected nest on
the Canadian shores of the Great Lakes. His arrival on November 30th
was the fifth year he has flown down to spend the winter here. All you
have to do is stop, look and listen to be entertained and educated by the
birdlife in our Parrot Cove neighborhood.
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Piping Plover

Don’t forget. It’s time to renew your membership
Time to renew your membership or join the Parrot Cove Neighborhood Association for the first time. It’s a great way to connect with your neighbors and learn
about your community. Monthly meetings feature speakers with relevant information about our neighborhood — like the upcoming Meet the Candidates on
February 18. There’s also plenty to do socially including our Block Party on February 9, which is free to members. Individual memberships are $20, family $30.

Here’s how to join:
-Go to www.parrotcove.org and click the membership tab.
-Send your check and membership information to 519 N. Palmway, Lake
Worth, Fl 33460.
-Sign up at one of the monthly meetings, held the third Monday of every
month at 7 p.m. at the Beach Club on the golf course.

Mark you calendar
Have a question? Want to volunteer?
Send us an email —
parrotcove097@gmail.com.
Board of Directors:
Anthony Marotta, President
Luke Watson, Vice President
Deb Null, Secretary
Terry Ralston, Treasurer
Judith Just, Director
Judi Fox, Director
Barbara Reeve, Director

-NAPC Candidate Forum, Jan. 23, 6:30 p.m. at
the Lake Worth Playhouse
-Parrot Cove Block Party, Feb. 9, 3-6 p.m.,
between 11th & 12th Ave. N. on Golfview Rd. —
FREE TO MEMBERS, $10 per person for guests
and non-members.
-Parrot Cove Neighborhood Association Meet
the Candidates, Feb. 18, 7 p.m. at the Beach
Club on the golf course.
-Great Taste of Lake Worth, Feb. 22, 6:30-9:30
p.m., tickets $25 at Studio 205 and Paws on the
Avenue, T-shirts available. More than 30 food
vendors and merchants.
-Lake Worth Street Painting Festival, Feb. 23 &
24, on Lake and Lucerne Avenues.
-Lake Worth Block Party, first Friday of every
month, 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Lake Avenue

The Neighborhood Squawk, the Parrot Cove
newsletter, is published quarterly. It is written
by and for residents of Parrot Cove. If you
have a story idea, send us an email at: parrotcove097@gmail.com. Thanks for helping to
keep our community connected.

-Parrot Cove Neighborhood Association
Meeting, third Monday of every month, 7 p.m. at
the Beach Club on the golf course.
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People of Parrot Cove

Meet Hilary and Ben Georgia happily ever after
by Judith Just, Director, Parrot Cove Neighborhood Association

Lake Worth is home to many talented artists, with
some living in our very own neighborhood. I met
one such artist and his wife at a neighbor’s party
last year. A charming couple, Ben and Hilary Georgia, who recently shared their story with me… it
began by way of Paris in the ‘70s…

Hilary and Ben Georgia’s story started in Paris
and continues in Parrot Cove.

Was it the ambiance? Was it the forces of the cosmos, destiny and love? … magnetism drew Hilary
and Ben together while passing through the Left
Bank on Ave. St. Germain that fateful day in the
’70’s… after which Ben began sending love letters to
lure Hilary from Paris to NYC…37 yrs. later they are
still happily-ever-after…

Ben’s (born in Jersey City, NJ) father was a longshoreman who preached the importance of a good
education, which Ben took to heart. Ben’s artistic talents emerged in grammar school, the nuns
loved his art depicting the saints. At 14, he practiced painting vistas of NYC on the Hudson River
from his makeshift studio in an abandoned attic in New Jersey (little did he know it was “prime” real
estate!). Ben received a B.A. from Rutgers, an M.A. from Kean, studied at Columbia painting with
Theodore Stamos (Abstract Expressionism), the Art Students’ League, and art history at NYU.
Hilary (born in Salisbury, England) met Ben while she was living in Paris and teaching English to executives. Ben’s persistence and love letters eventually lured Hilary to NYC. There she became an
assistant and oﬃce manager in a gold casting business. The company melted gold into rings and
other jewelry and sold it to various retail jewelers. Hilary was one of very few woman working on 47th
Street (btw 5th & 6th) in NYC…the experience became an invaluable asset when she eventually left to
become the CEO and manger of Ben’s art business.
Ben and Hilary stumbled upon Lake Worth in the early ‘90s when they “crossed the bridge” to get
away from condo commandos on the Island. Ben shared a hair-raising story about seeing gun fire
through his living room window, on what was back then, South O Street. Over time, much has
changed not only in Lake Worth, but with Ben and Hilary – through both their hard work his artistic
career has blossomed.
Over the last three decades, Ben’s art has evolved - he paints directly from his emotions which reflect his life experiences and knowledge of art. Ben has sold approx. 1600 paintings, which are in in
private and public collections all over the world. He has a gallery in West Orange, NJ and has shown
his work at Andre Zarre Gallery (NYC), Art Cabinet (Nantucket), The White Gallery (CT), Salmagundi
Club (NYC), and Robert Steele Gallery (NYC), and a recent show at the Palm Beach Cultural Council.
It was a pleasure meeting Ben and Hilary. They enthusiastically shared their philosophy of art and
their experiences with the growth and change in the business of art.
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Holiday House Decorating Contest lights up Parrot Cove
This year neighbors had an extra incentive to put out holiday decorations and lights. The Holiday House Decorating Contest gave
them a chance to win some money and neighborhood bragging
rights. The contest was the brainchild of Judith Just, director, Parrot Cove Neighborhood Association. “We want this to be a fun
and super easy event — just have fun decorating,” says Just.

First place: 313 North Palmway

Entries included any home in the Parrot Cove Neighborhood that
submitted an entry form. First Place winner received $150, Second
Place $100, and Third Place $75, Fourth Place $50. Congratulations to everyone who got in the holiday spirit and helped to make
our neighborhood a little brighter.

Second place: 919 N. Palmway

Third place: 514 N. Palmway

Fourth place: 514 N. Palmway

Did you know?
Fun facts from the Lake Worth Historical Museum
by Walter Harper

The original Lang's Grocery, 1920s on the SW
corner of 2nd Ave. North & Federal Hwy.
The grocery store was later moved across the
street. The former grocery store became Lang's
liquor store and bar. The original owners were
Joseph and Marie Lang. Their son Wilfred "Pat"
Lang was the butcher & eventually bought the
business from his parents. Pat's son John
worked there later and bought the business and
the building from his parents - Pat and Irene.

Visit Your Museum
in the Annex Building
4 1 4 L a ke A v e n u e L a ke Wo r t h

Open Wed-Sat 1pm-4pm
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TOP 10
CODE VIOLATIONS
What is “The Code”?
Just as we must take care of ourselves as we age, properties and buildings require constant maintenance and
attention. Individual structures and neighborhoods that are not maintained will deteriorate over time that will
result in decreased property values, and increased vandalism and crime. To ensure that all properties are maintained so that these issues do not arise, The City of Lake Worth has created minimum standards for maintenance and upkeep of properties within the City. These standards, often referred to as “the code”, help prevent
deterioration and blight as well as ensure the neighborhood remains a safe, livable community for all.

Why did I receive a Notice of Violation?
Most property owners maintain and upkeep their property, however, there are many that do not. Even the most responsible property owners may experience difficulty in maintaining their property at one time or another. When a structure or
property does not meet the code, the property owner receives a Notice of Violation. If you receive a notice, understand
that it is there to help you to understand your responsibility as a property owner. The letter will notify you of what is not in
compliance and what needs to be done to correct the problem. Problems that are addressed as soon as possible can help
you avoid additional fines, expenses, and legal actions. If you believe you will need additional time, please contact the code
officer and discuss this with them. Additional time can be granted if the issues do not directly impact public safety.

What if I don’t fix the violation?
If the violations are not corrected, the City will take the necessary steps to ensure that the property is brought into compliance and all the violations are corrected. This can include, either the City correcting the violation at your expense; or the City
taking the case before a Special Magistrate which can result in fines and liens against the property. To avoid either of these
options, the best solution is to work with the code officer to resolve the violations and to bring the property into compliance.

1. General Requirements/Condition of Structures
All interior and exterior areas shall be kept free of the accumulation of junk, rubbish or
garbage. This includes junk auto parts, appliances, furniture, building materials and tires;
trash such as discarded paper, cardboard, plastics, etc.; and debris such as tree trimmings
and fallen limbs.
All structures and properties shall be kept free from rodent harborage and infestation.
Vehicles must be parked on new or existing approved parking spaces such as driveways
and NOT on landscaped areas.
Generally, any equipment, materials, or furnishings that would ordinarily not be used outdoors may not be stored outdoors. For example, you may not keep indoor furniture,
household appliances, auto parts, or building materials outside.
All exterior surfaces, including but not limited to, doors, windows, cornices, porches, trim,
balconies, and decks shall be maintained in good condition. Exterior surfaces shall be protected from the elements and decay by painting or other protective covering or treatment. Peeling, flaking and chipped paint shall be eliminated and surfaces repainted. The
property owner is responsible for maintaining secure windows, doors or other openings
that cannot be readily opened from the outside. An owner may be required to board up a
vacant structure if a break-in occurs. Security boards must be made of exterior grade plywood painted in a neutral color that blends inconspicuously with the exterior colors of the
building. A boarding certificate is required and can be obtained from the Building Division.
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2. Abandoned/Inoperable
Motor Vehicles
Abandoned/inoperative motor vehicles cannot be stored on public or
private property except in a fully
enclosed structure that was constructed with a permit. An abandoned/inoperative vehicle is a vehicle that does not display a current
license tag or is missing any part of
a valid registration and/or is not
equipped with all parts that are
required to legally and safely operate on public streets and/or cannot
be driven under its own power including being supported above existing grade level by such means as
concrete blocks, jacks, hoists or
similar devices.

4. Yard Maintenance Standards

3. Disposal of Trash & Waste

Yard maintenance standards are the responsibility of every
property owner and may include the maintenance of plant material in any right-of-way around the property. Hedges located
within 5 feet of the property line must be properly trimmed to
height limits specified in the code. The branches of a tree extending over any public sidewalk, street or other public way
must be trimmed to a height of no less than eight feet above
the sidewalk and fourteen feet above the street. Vegetation and
trees must be trimmed so as not to impair vision or obstruct the
travel of motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians upon any street,
sidewalk or alley. All grass and ground cover shall be maintained
in good condition and kept free from weeds and overgrowth.

The proper disposal of trash and waste is a vital part of good property maintenance. No refuse or waste shall be stored in any public place at any time, except immediately prior to collection. Location of residential refuse container. Except during trash collection, all trash and/or refuse containers shall be located in an approved enclosure or located in the side or rear of the property and
out of view of the general public. Trash containers can be moved
to the front of the property after 6:00 p.m. on the day before collection is expected. It shall be the responsibility of the property
owner or occupant to remove refuse containers from collection
point on the same day collection is made. Failure to remove refuse containers will result in a charge per container. A new fine
can be issued for each day that the container remains in the public space or in the front yard of the property. These charges will
appear on the monthly statements for solid waste utility service.

5. Fences & Walls
All fences and walls must be maintained in good condition. Any
new fences or walls will require a permit before they can be
installed.

7. Work without permits
A permit is required for most work on buildings within the City.
The only exceptions to this are painting, laying flooring, or other
cosmetic issues. When in doubt, request a permit. Better safe
than sorry. A project will be “red-tagged” and shut down and the
property owner will have to do whatever is necessary to obtain
the permit before construction can resume. If anything has been
built that does not comply with City ordinances or building codes,
city officials can order that portion of the work to be demolished.
In addition, a fine can be levied on the project. Therefore, it is
important not to proceed on a project without a permit. If you
hire a contractor, make sure that he gets the permit and has the
inspections done. Call the Building Division at 561-586-1647 for
more information. If your building is located within an Historic
District, it is important that you contact the City Preservation Division at 561-586-1687 before you begin any work.

6. Signs
All private signs located on private property that are visible to
the public require a permit. There are restrictions on the size,
type and number of signs allowed on a property. All approved
signage must be maintained in good condition at all times. Signs
that are placed on or within the public right-of-way will be removed.

8. Recreational Vehicles (RV’s)/Boats
RV’s and boats must be stored to the rear of the front building
line and screened from view. Where the boat storage area is
located between the residence and a side street property line,
the boat shall be visually buffered by a six-foot wood privacy
fence, masonry wall, trees or shrubs maintained to a height of
six feet. Boats and RV’s must be operational and may not be
used for living. Under no circumstances shall a boat be parked
in the public right-of-way, including the swale area of a right-ofway.

9. Shopping Carts

10. Business Tax Receipt
Any person, or business, either directly or indirectly, engaging in
or conducting any business, profession or occupation in the city
must obtain a City of Lake Worth business license. A city business
license shall consist of three (3) components: a business tax receipt (BTR), Use and Occupancy Certificate and a Use and Occupancy Inspection (every three (3) years).

A shopping cart means a basket mounted on wheels or a similar
device which is generally used in a retail establishment by a customer for the purpose of transporting goods of any kind. The retail establishment must retain these devices on their property.
Whenever an officer, employee or agent of the city removes a
shopping cart from a publicly dedicated street, sidewalk or alley
and takes it into custody, the shopping cart may be claimed by the
rightful owner of the shopping cart within five (5) days of removal.

Thank you for being a responsible property owner!

For further information, please contact the Code
Compliance Division at 561-586-1652
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New Historic Preservation Guidelines seek to blend old with new
by Jordan R. Hodges, Senior Preservation Coordinator, Community Sustainability Department

Porches provide necessary shade and serve
as a transitional space
from the exterior to the
interior of a house.

The City of Lake Worth is one of the most authentic and intact historic
cities in South Florida. The City maintains a historic preservation ordinance
that includes six historic districts, providing protection for nearly 2,700 historic structures. The year 2018 was a period of change and innovation for
the historic preservation program. The City actively listened to the residents, homeowners, and business owners within the historic districts and,
in January of 2018, the City made substantial revisions to the Historic
Preservation Ordinance. The revisions included a streamlined Certificate of
Appropriateness process and greater options for hurricane impact replacement products, while still preserving the authenticity of Lake Worth’s
architectural heritage. The Historic Preservation Ordinance can be found at:
https://bit.ly/2CURH3l

The City of Lake Worth was also awarded a
Small Matching Grant from the Florida Department of State to create a set of Design Guidelines that address the City’s unique historic resources. The Design Guidelines are to be used by design professionals,
homeowners, City staﬀ, and other interested parties who want to understand the significance and unique character of their communities’ historic resources. The guidelines also provide vital information on how to
pursue rehabilitation in a sensitive, eﬀective, and eﬃcient manner. The
grant funds allowed the City to hire a consultant to draft the Design
Guidelines document. The document is scheduled for adoption at the
January 15, 2019, City Commission meeting. A Draft Version of the document can be found at: https://bit.ly/2Fe8PDx

This pediment helps
define the character of
the building.

The City is also using current grant funding for: architectural walking tour
brochures for each of the City’s six historic districts; an educational guideline, which will explore topics like additions to historic buildings and new construction within historic districts; and a “How To” brochure for researching historic structures and navigating the Certificate of Appropriateness process. These
documents are due to be finalized in the summer of 2019.

Window panels provide
shade from the sun and
decoration for the house.

In addition to the Design Guidelines documents, the City has also been
awarded grant funding for Phase III of the City’s Historic Resources
Survey Update. The City of Lake Worth experienced a substantial housing boom during the post-war period of the 1950’s and 1960’s that was
characterized by mid-century architectural styles. Currently, due to the
age of the existing surveys, most of these important buildings are listed
as non-contributing resources in the historic districts. An updated survey will recognize this important period of cultural, social, and architectural history.
Page 7

Stop by 604 N. Lakeside Drive and grab a book for the road
by Faith Watson

Ever since we first heard of the Little Free Libraries in
Lake Worth, we were determined to have one planted
at our home. We are parents of two elementary,
school-age children and are lovers of books, making
it an obvious match for us. When we heard that the
Parrot Cove Neighborhood Association would be donating funds to plant a couple in the neighborhood,
we were all in.

The “Vroom, Vroom” Little Free Library,
604 North Lakeside Drive.

The “Vroom Vroom” Little Free Library has been firmly
planted and serving the neighborhood since 2017. As
far as the theme...well, our boys are BIG car fans and
they were constantly drawing and designing cars of
their own. When it came time to decide what artwork
to decorate the library with, I knew it had to be their
artwork and I knew it had to be cars. We put their
doodles and drawings to use, carefully transferring
the designs to the library with old school carbon paper and painting them.

Stewarding the library has been a lot of fun for the family
and we are happy to see so many neighbors making use
of it. The kids enjoy picking out the books to put in and seeing what books have been left by others.
For all you parents out there...next time you visit, keep your eyes open....you might just find a hot
wheels or matchbox car in addition to a great book.

New Business Spotlight

Downtown Art Factory adds fun and creativity to downtown
by Shawn & Melissa Howard, owners Downtown Art Factory

Downtown Art Factory is a new art studio located on
Lucerne Ave. and K Street, in the space previously occupied by the Webers. We oﬀer a variety of classes including acrylic painting, acrylic pouring, and wood sign
workshops. The studio is also available to book private
parties and events. We are open from 10:00 a.m. to
10:00 p.m. every day! We can be reached by phone at
561-360-2488 or by email at
downtownartfactory@gmail.com.
Customers can stop in from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for open
studio, or register for one of our classes. Our prices
range from $20 - $55, depending on the project.
(continued on Page 9)
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Take a class, create
something, make new friends.

New Business Spotlight (continued from Page 8)

Downtown Art Factory adds fun and creativity to downtown
We hope our customers tell their friends about the
fun, friendly experience they had at our studio.
Each project is unique and we can also create
custom signs. No two pieces are alike! By far, that
is what our customer like the most.
We chose downtown Lake Worth for our business
because of the growing art influence in the area.
We wanted to be part of this close-knit neighborhood
and share creativity with the community.

You’ll find blank canvasses and open
work spaces to inspire your inner artist.

Callaro’s returns with new look, menu and owners
by Michael Meyers, General Manager, Callaro’s

Callaro’s Italian Chophouse is a local restaurant, not a chain, specializing in the finest USDA Prime and Choice cuts of meat and
the freshest seafood available. We are proud that Chef Keith
Scragg is still at the helm. We have added $200,000 of improvements, including an expanded wine cellar. Customers may
choose an $8 glass of good wine during happy hour or opt for a
$1,000 bottle they’ve only read about in magazines.
Chef Keith cooks up
amazing nightly specials
based on seasonality. He
always knocks our seafood
specials out of the park, if you want a change from steak or
pasta. Happy Hour is weekdays 4-7 p.m. in the bar and
lounge area with premium drink specials and bar bites. Enjoy
Clam Slam Mondays ($1 a clam, minimum of 6), Shuck a
Buck Tuesdays ($1.50 per oyster, minimum of 6), and “Ducky
Hour” with special Duckhorn Wine Portfolio bottle selections
at extremely low prices. Coming soon, a new Early Dining
Menu will be available anywhere in the restaurant 4-6 p.m.
Callaro’s fresh new look is part
of its $200,000 makeover.

Chef Keith Scragg continues to
amaze with his nightly specials.

We were once customers of Chef Keith and Callaro’s and
loved his passion and creativity. We invested in it and this city
and plan to be a good neighbor and solid provider of quality food and drink in a restaurant you can
call home. We look forward to meeting our new Parrot Cove neighbors! We hope you like our new
additions and we’re sure to have plenty more in the near future.
Callaro’s is located at 717 Lake Avenue in downtown Lake Worth. Hours: 4-9pm Sunday through
Wednesday and 4-10pm Thursday through Saturday. Phone: 561-588-9730 make reservations by
phone or on line: www.callarositalianchophouse.com.
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